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MACHAKOS IS AWAY
HOME

Sudan has been ravaged by
civil conflict for thirty 30 of the
last fourty 40 years. Statistic
shows that four million South-
ern Sudanese can be labelled
as internally displaced people.
Out of this ninety thousands are
reported to be in Juba. Approxi-
mately one hundred and sev-
enty thousand displaced peo-
ple live in official camps in the
south and hundreds of thou-
sands have setteled them-
selves in rural areas in the
south without any official aid .
That is beside the small pock-
ets of displaced persons
throughout the country such as
the Red Sea Province,

Kordofan states and the greater
Khartoum which numbered to
three million six hundred thou-
sand in four official camps .
That is in addition to the big
number which have fled the
country to the neighbouring
countries.

All that has drawn attention
of the Salvation Government
since its inception in 1989 and
that has been witnessed by its
concious attempts of peace
iniatives which have resulted to
the on going Machakos peace
meeting.

Machakos peace protocol
has addressed the concise root
causes of the ongoing civil con-
flict. It is now thé only hope for
the Southerners to have an
ever lasting peace which they
are dreaming of all the time right
after earlier 1984.

Machakos has shown ex-
actly where the two parties
stand and their position towards
attaining peace in the Sudan.

To me Machakos has
touched the really root causes
of the conflict and has come out
with a solution which is accepted

by the two parties, that is the

Sudan Government and the

SPLA/ SPLM. The most impor-

tant points in the protocol are:

1- The issue of the state and
religion.

2- The right for Self Determina-
tion for the Southerners.

3- Cease-fire.

4- How Sudan should be Gov-
erned.

5- Equal distribution of the
wealth.

In the highlight of the
progress already made in
peace negotiations. It is impor-
tant that all Sudanese peace
loving people should stand and
support the Government of the
Sudan to pursue an urgent
Conclusion of a peace agree-
ment that will establish a just
and lastig peace in Sudan so
as not to burry that hope of the
Sudanese for peace in general
and in particular the Southern-
ers at all levels of the societies
who expressed their strong
concern and support for the
peace negotiations being con-
ducted under the auspices of
IGAD.

By Mohamed Elhag Baballa
Twinship General Coordination




